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Dear Desjarlais,
I hope this email finds you well. My name is Danielle, and I am a social work major in Tennessee writing to express my deep concern regarding House Bill 793, recently filed by Representative William Lamberth and Senator Bo Watson. As a future social worker and an advocate for vulnerable populations, I strongly oppose this bill, which seeks to allow school districts to deny undocumented students enrollment in local schools.
This legislation directly challenges the 1982 U.S. Supreme Court ruling Plyler v. Doe, which rightfully ensures all children—regardless of immigration status—access to a public education. If enacted, HB 793 would create widespread confusion for families and school districts across Tennessee, increase inequality, and harm our state’s economy.
A law that unjustly punishes children does not align with Tennessee’s values of inclusion, progress, and economic strength. Instead of harmful legislation that divides our communities, I urge you to support fair, humane, and effective immigration policies that ensure every child has access to education, regardless of their background.
I respectfully ask you to oppose HB 793 and stand with Tennessee families in protecting the rights of all children to a safe and quality education. Please let me know your stance on this bill, as this issue is critical to me and many others in our community.
Thank you for your time and leadership. I look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Danielle Howell 
dalexish@southern.edu

