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Interview with Ms. Schmidt
1) As a new School Social Worker what are somethings you did/do that helped you not feel intimidated or overwhelmed by the school environment?
Ms. Schmidt states that she first began her role as a School Social Worker part-time, many of her co-worker and her a book club, she researched evidenced based practice on the what a School Social Worker looks like to prevent her from being overwhelmed, reaching out to coworkers and joined the Facebook group “Chatt Social Worker”. 
2) What are some of your typical practice framework for working with students? 
Ms. Schmidt doesn’t use a framework because of the short-term session but uses a family system approach. 
3) What are some ethical dilemmas you have encounter while working as a School Social Worker?
She states that the most difficult thing she has encountered is the school getting the students to graduation, meeting mudstones etc. however as a School Social Worker this is not the best way to measure student’s success. Meaning the students are being left behind because the school is focused on meeting numbers. The school way to measure success is not the same as a Social Worker. She also states that students who take courses outside of the school system such as GED classes, job corps etc. are considered dropouts.  
4) What steps did you take in recognizing the needs of the students in your school?
The schools within Hamilton County are now divided into communities. Ms. Schmidt’s schools are in the opportunity zone, these communities help the school customize the needs of the students and the community. She states also talking to the students directly assist with meeting their needs. The schools also have interventions such as CAB and School Care Teams that comes together to gather ideas on how to best help the students.
5) How many schools are you assigned to?
Most Social Worker are assigned to five different schools; however, Ms. Schmidt is only assigned to two. 
6) Do you services children who received special education services? If yes, what services do you provide and what ways do you ensure that each student is treated equal?
Ms. Schmidt’s states at schools in other cities they are mandated to work directly with students with special needs; however, in our area School Social Workers are not apart of the IEP team. Even though they are not a part of the team they can insert themselves or be asked to join.  
7) I know you hold the role as the School Social Worker but are there any other role’s you take on at your school?
Currently no, but in the past, she has been involved in talented shows and attendance review boards. 
8) Do you have a system to document case notes?
No, we use google form, but it is not formal. No data base. 
9) As a School Social Worker have you implemented any programs, services etc.? If so, what are the program’s and specific details on what the programs provides to the school. Also did you see any improvements.
In the past Ms. Schmidt and her coworkers founded YTRY, this program focused on the social and emotional learning in students, as well as, teaching the students how to preserver through hard times. This program was implemented at both Clifton Hill Elementary and Harrison Elementary, data was not kept determining improvements however, they did see improvements in students’ behaviors.  She also implemented the after-school homework help, which was set up at a local hotel to assist students with their homework after school. This program ran for two years, within this time communication, relationships with parents and parenting involvement improved. 
10) What do you find most difficult about being a School Social Worker?
You can do everything such as putting in time and effort and not see improvements. 
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