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This case is based off a family of three members, the mother, father and one child. The mother is Angela Ray who is a stay at home mother of her 4-year-old son Andre Ray. The father is Leon Ray; he works from sunup to sundown as a truck driver to provide for his family. Leon and Angela were introduced by a mutual friend, shortly after the two began a serious relationship. During the first few months of their relationship everything was smooth; Leon introduced Angela to his family, and everyone loved her. As time went on Leon began acting out aggressively toward Angela in multiple ways. He began to scream at Angela when his dinner was not on the table when he arrived from work, physically aggressive when she did not do as she was told and began to force her to have sexual intercourse with him. These behaviors continued well throughout Angela’s pregnancy which caused her to miscarry their first baby. Angela’s sister is the only one aware of this abuse because she is not able to communicate with anyone else in her family without Leon’s approval. Angela last seen her family 3 years ago at her and Leon’s wedding, her family has made great effort to locate her with no avail. The abuse inflicted on Angela is growing unbearable for their 4-year-old son Andre. He constantly cries and self- inflicts bruises on his body.  On one evening, Andre’s father returns home after delivering products to a business in California; this night Leon walks through the door drunk. He begins to yell, throw things and hit on Angela; Andre makes various attempts to stop his father from hitting his mother, but nothing seems to help. Since Andre was 3 years old his mother has taught him how to dial 911 on their home phone. While Andre continued to scream and yell for his dad to stop, he eventually calls the police. Before the police arrives Leon fleas the scene. Due to Angela injuries she is transported to the local hospital along with Andre. There she is met by law enforcement and the special victim unit.  Before speaking with Angela about the altercation she requests that Andre is taken to her sister home for the night. After questing by the police and Special Victim Unit Angela initially agrees to press charge; it was 2 days after she changed her mind stating, “Leon is all I got, if he goes to jail who will take care of us”. 


Human Development-This case helps me understand the term Human Development in a more in-depth way because it shows how individuals make choices that assist with their development on different aspects. In this case Angela makes a choice to stay with Leon even though she is being abuse by him. This choice does not help her thrive or help improve hers or Andre life. Angela has developed a fear of Leon, independence and change. 
Strength Perspective- Viewing this case helps me understand that many clients are not aware of their own strength because they only hear the negative. In this case Angela displays many strengths that she does not seem to recognize. As a social worker I can assist Angela in recognizing those strengths in the mist of her adversity. Some of Angela’s strengths consist of being strong and caring for her son; and being able to teach him various things despite her circumstance. 
Learning Theory is when students can retain and absorbed information during the learning process. In this case Andre was able to retain and display the knowledge his mother taught him during an altercation between his parents. Andre was able to call for help during a tough and scary time for him. The learning theory is also weighted by cognitive, emotional and environmental influences. In this case Andre also retained negative behaviors that are displayed with in his home, this is known are Behaviorism which is a part of the learning theory. Andre was able to acquire the behavior of physical abuse due to him witnessing domestic violence between his parents. 
As this case does not go into much of how Andre is developing cognitively. As a social worker we have an understand of what this should look like in children of different ages. In the case of 4-year-old Andre by this age he has developed skills such as language, vocabulary, colors and number. 
Nature vs Nuture controversy- This case does not provide background information such as childhood, teenager years or young adulthood regarding Leon or Angela life. Based on the information given in the story one can determine that Leon has either witnessed domestic violence in his family, school or community. He could have even been taught that physically assaulting a woman is alright. Same for Angela she could have witness or has been taught that it is alright for men to hit women.  
Social Justice-  In this case law enforcement and Special victim unit provided Angela and Andre proper accuse during their investigation. Angela and Andre were treated fairly and show the proper compassion during a difficult time.  Their treatment was not based on the color of their skin, social economic status, gender, age, sexual orientation, education or mental and physical ability. 
Resilience- Reading this story I wish it would end differently. I wish Angela would have gained the strength to leave Leon and show Andre the appropriate ways to treat a woman. I believe that Angela at some point will become resilience and leave her abuse relationship with Leon. Angela will need to build her fate as strong as she can in order to overcome to chapter of her life. 
  
