
Sample Facebook Biography & Posts 

Care first…Jail last 

The goal of this policy is the implementation of more funds to support jail diversion programs 

across the state. A jail diversion program will help reduce recidivism and improve access to 

mental health for users in the community. In addition, this policy can have a greater impact on 

community resources by allowing counties to have the ability for funding a community crisis response 

program. One example can be the development of a 911 crisis team that includes a mental health clinician 

accompanying law enforcement when responding to certain 911 calls. This policy will make way for 

many possibilities for counties to develop programs to help support mental health and substance abuse 

needs. 

The purpose of jail diversion programs (JDP) is to reroute arrestees away from the justice system 

and into partnership programs. JDPs are an alternative that prevents arrestees from being 

incarcerated and receiving a criminal record and instead receives some kind of rehabilitation 

service. JDPs offer arrestees with qualifying charges the option to receive rehabilitation services 

for mental health, substance abuse, housing, employment, and/or developmental needs. 

Follow us on Facebook for updates and coming events. 

www.carefirstjaillast.org         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.carefirstjaillast.org/


Sample Phone Script 

Hello [name],  

My name is [name] from [city/town], I am calling to ask [State Official] for support of  

HB2841/SB2500 for the implementation of state-funded jail diversion programs as well as 

community crisis response teams across the state. This means that non-violent offenders with a 

diagnosed mental illness could be diverted from the traditional incarceration route to a treatment 

center for care. A similar jail diversion program was initiated in Oklahoma State. Their jail 

diversion programs were found to help prevent recidivism and decreased state costs. Currently, 

there aren’t any state-funded jail diversion programs. If there are any, they are funded by the 

county. They have limited capacity to serve the needs of the entire state. This bill would allow 

for jail diversion programs to be implemented in all Tennessee Counties under the Department of 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. We hope that you will support this bill being 

reintroduced at the January 2023 General Assembly Meeting.  

Thank you, 

[name] 

  



Sample Email Script 

Dear [name of representative], 

 My name is [name] from [city/town], I am emailing to ask for support of  HB2841/SB2500 for 

the implementation of state-funded jail diversion programs as well as community crisis response 

teams across the state. This means that non-violent offenders with a diagnosed mental illness 

could be diverted from the traditional incarceration route to a treatment center for care. A similar 

jail diversion program was initiated in Oklahoma State. Their jail diversion programs were found 

to help prevent recidivism and decreased state costs. Currently there aren’t any state funded jail 

diversion programs. If there are any, they are funded by the county. They have limited capacity 

to serve the needs of the entire state. This bill would allow for jail diversion programs to be 

implemented in all Tennessee Counties under the Department of Mental Health and Substance 

Abuse Services.  

Care First…Jail Last needs your support to vote for policies that would improve Tennessee’s 

justice system to provide more options to address substance abuse and mental illness. We hope 

that you will support this bill being reintroduced at the January 2023 General Assembly Meeting. 

Thank you for considering. 

 Sincerely, 

[Name] 

 


