Civic Engagement in Late Life

By Savannah Grignon, BSW candidate
Southern Adventist University
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Erikson’s Theory of
Psychosocial Development

Integrity versus Despair

The final stage of life involves the
psychological crisis of integrity
versus despair. The attainment of
integrity comes onlE/_ after
considerable reflection about the
meaning of one’s life. Integrity
refers to an ability to accept the
facts of one’s life and to face =
death without great fear. Despair is
characterized by a feeling of
regret about one’s past. Those who
despair view their lives as
incomplete and unfulfilled.

(Erikson, 1963)

Stages of Psychosocial
Development

B infant

B Toddler Intimacy vs

Isolation

B Pre-schooler
B Grade-schooler Identity vs

B Teenager Role Confusion

I Young Adult
Industry vs
Middle-age Adult Inferiority

Older Adult

Autonomy vs
Shame & Doubt

Froposed by Erik Erikson
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What is Civic Engagement?
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Continuing Social and
Civic Responsibilities

Douglas serves as a
volunteer night watchman for
the county fair that is held for
four days during the summer.
After they retired, Douglas
and his wife, Norma, became
more active in attending their
church and participating in
church activities; Doug
became a church elder and
Norma became more active in
the ladies’ aid society.
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What You Can Do To Help




